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Library Hours  as of March 14Library Hours  as of March 14  
Monday-Thursday 
9:30 am to 8:30 pm 
Friday and Saturday 
9:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday 

1:00 to 5:00pm 

 

Library ClosingsLibrary Closings  

April 15 for Good FridayApril 15 for Good Friday  

April 17 for EasterApril 17 for Easter  

May 29 and May 30 for May 29 and May 30 for   

Memorial Day WeekendMemorial Day Weekend  

  

Board of Trustees MeetingsBoard of Trustees Meetings  
March 30 

April 27 

May 25 

For Kids and Adults... 

Save Saturday, March 26  

for New Jersey Makers Day!  

T he library is excited to 

announce that New Jer-

sey Makers Day is coming to the 

library once again! An all-ages 

event that celebrates maker cul-

ture across New Jersey, Makers 

Day is packed with hands-on, 

project-based activities that sup-

port making, tinkering, crafting, 

manufacturing and STEAM-

based learning.  

The activities we’ll provide fo-

cus on science, technology, engi-

neering, math and creative learn-

ing events. Not only will our 

programs be a great deal of fun, 

they will also increase critical 

t h ink in g ,  cu r ios i t y  and                

literacy.  

For example, your children can 

create and decorate a 3D paper-

house and then wire it to shine 

with an LED light. Or they can 

take the head of a toothbrush, 

some pipe cleaners, and a small 

battery and motor to make fun, 

moving Bristlebots. What a great 

way to learn about energy! 

Adults can learn to knit without 

using one needle: that’s the 

magic of new technique you can 

learn with loop yarn. 

Thank you to the Friends of the 

Library who are co-sponsors of 

the event! Check out our Events 

Calendar for more details about 

how to sign up, including online 

and in-person options.  
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Programs are held 

in the Library Meeting Room  

 

Judge John Boyle 

Wednesday, March 23 at 7:00 pm 

 

Author Sally Cook 

Wednesday, September 28 at 7:00 pm 

 

Artist Ricardo Roig 

Wednesday, November 16 at 7:00 pm 

Expand Your Mind through the 

Hale Speaker Series 
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Mayor’s Alternate 

Elizabeth Reilly, 
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Alternate 

Other Important Dates 

 

Sharing the Warmth Knitting Group 

 
Sharing The Warmth is the crochet and knitting 

club of the Friends. Each month they meet to 

create blankets for organizations in need of 

some extra tender loving care. The club has 

provided blankets to homebound Westfield 

residents, individuals in hospice care and young 

cancer patients.  

All meetings are held in the Meeting 

Room from 1:00–3:00 pm 

 

Thursday, March 24  

Tuesday, May 10  

Thursday, May 26 

Tuesday, June 7 

Thursday, June 23 

Book Discussion Group 

In the Meeting Room 

 

The Giver of Stars by JoJo Moyes 

Wednesday, May 11 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 

 

Set in Depression-era America, this novel  brings to life 

the Kentucky Pack Horse Librarians, five women who 

deliver books to the most remote regions of the Appala-

chian Mountains. The Washington Post 

wrote it is a celebration of love, but also 

of reading, of knowledge, of female 

friendship, of the beauty of our most 

rural corners, and our enduring Ameri-

can grit: the kind of true grit that can be 

found in the hills of Kentucky and on 

the pages of this inspiring book.    
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The Library would like to acknowledge the January 2022 passing of David Machlowitz, who was a 

Co-President of the Friends for two years. Jerry Skotnicki, who worked with David on many pro-

jects, described David as “an exceptional leader, inspired and inspiring, with a unique sense of what 

was important and why. He was visionary yet practical, spontaneous but judicious, philosophical 

without being stuffy. A consummate team builder, he displayed an infinite capacity to engage people 

at every interval.” In 2018, David and his wife Sheryl provided a wonderful sensory wall for the 

Children’s Department. We at the library are so grateful for all the work he did for Books on Wheels, 

the Book Sale and the Museum Pass program. We miss him so much already. 

It’s Back at Last! The Friends of the Library Gigantic Book Sale! 

 

This is the perfect time to clean out your book shelves...and fill them right up again! During donation 

days, the Friends accept donations of hardcover and soft cover books, and CDs and DVDs for all ages 

in good condition. 

News from the Friends of the Library 

Donation Days 

Wednesday and Thursday April 27 and April 28  10:00 am–3:00 pm 

Saturday, April 30   9:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

Members’ Preview Sale Day 

Tuesday, May 3   5:00—8:00 pm 

 

Sale Days 

Wednesday and Thursday, May 4 and May 5 

10:00 am—8:00 pm 

 

Half-price Sale Day 

Friday, May 6 

10:00 am—4:00 pm 

 

Bag Day  

Saturday, May 7  

10:00 am—2:00 pm 

 

All the Book Sale profits go directly towards funding Friends-sponsored programs. 

Volunteer opportunities are available to help with pre-sale and sale work.             

*To volunteer or learn about a Friends membership, email info@fwmlnj.org.  
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Programs for Adults 

Masks are encouraged, but not required in the Meeting Room during in-person programs 

Join us for a fun hour or so of trivia! Questions are diverse 

and geared to adults but all are welcome to play. You can play alone or with family and 

friends. It's in the comfort of your own home, so feel free to have refreshments and talk as 

loudly as you'd like! You will be muted so you won't give away any answers! 

This program is being held on Zoom. Registration is required. After you register, you will 

receive an email with the link to the Zoom meeting.  

Trivia! Online Tuesday, March 15  

and Online Tuesday, April 19  

from 7:00 to 8:00 pm  

Registration is required for all online programs. Anyone who registers will 

receive an email with the Zoom link a few days prior to the program. 

“Rock Your Resume and Cover Letter”  

Online Tuesday, March 22 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 

Would you like your resume to attract the attention of more  

recruiters? Then this workshop is for you. We’ll discuss how 

we can assess our strengths, skills, successes and effectively 

showcase them.  

Join Dr. Colleen Georges as she shares critical tips to ensure 

that your resume and cover letter rock! Dr. Georges has over 20 

years of expertise helping people transform their careers and 

lives. She is a TEDx speaker, author, and a Rutgers University 

Lecturer in counseling and women's leadership. 

Registration is required. After you register, you will receive an 

email with the link to the Zoom meeting. 
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More Programs for Adults 

Masks are encouraged, but not required in  the Meeting Room during in-person programs 

Registration is required for all online programs. Anyone who registers will 

receive an email with the Zoom link a few days prior to the program. 

Try Virtual Chair Yoga! Online Wednesday, March 30 

from 10:00 to 11:00 am 

Popular instructor Joy Lara returns in this 

Zoom program to teach Chair Yoga, a more 

relaxed form of yoga. Try it!  

Registration is required. After you register, 

you will receive an email with the link to 

the Zoom meeting.  

Libraries of Union County Consortium  

Speaker Series:  

“An Evening with Raquel Vasquez Gilliland” 

Online Wednesday, April 20 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm 

 

Join us for an evening with Raquel Vasquez Gilliland, the author of 

Sia Martinez and the Moonlit Beginning of Everything and How Moon 

Fuentez Fell in Love with the Universe. She is the recipient of the 

2022 Pura Belpré Award, presented annually to a Latino/Latina writer 

and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the 

Latino cultural experience in an outstanding work of literature for 

children and youth, by the Association for Library Services to Children. 

Raquel Vasquez Gilliland is a Mexican American poet, novelist and painter and a former resi-

dent of East Orange, NJ. She received her MFA in poetry from the University of Alaska,            

Anchorage in 2017. Registration is required. After you register, you will receive an email with 

the link to the Zoom meeting.  
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Even More Programs for Adults 

Masks are encouraged, but not required in  the Meeting Room during in-person programs 

Dan Aronson presents  

“On the Environment”  

In-person Program at the Library  

Thursday, April 21 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm 

 

Energy efficiency measures can, over time, significantly     

reduce household costs. In this program, Dan Aronson will 

discuss how such a low-cost scenario stands to benefit both 

the general public and the business community. A single               

community can lead by example. 

Dan is Professor Emeritus, Economics, at Raritan Valley Community College. He has lectured 

on the economic benefits of conservation at conferences in Chicago, Seattle, Washington, DC, 

as well as Westfield.  

Stephen Quandt will tell us all about the dogs that descended from the pet 

dogs left behind after the Chernobyl nuclear accident of 1986. It features his 

photos and video from the abandoned towns of Pripyat and Chernobyl City in 

the exclusion zone around the plant. This rare look at Chernobyl and the dogs 

(and some people) who continue to live there is at times poignant and in the 

end hopeful. It is a story of resilience, hope, life and even heroism in unex-

pected ways. 

Stephen worked for eight years with the ASPCA at their adoption center in 

NYC, in feline behavior and adoptions, and nationwide with the Field Investigations and              

Response Team on large scale criminal cruelty cases and natural disasters. He is now in private 

practice as a feline behaviorist who specializes in a compassionate and educational approach to 

cat behavior. Registration is required. After you register, you will receive an email with the link 

to the Zoom meeting. 

“The Dogs of Chernobyl: A Story of Hope and Resilience” 

Online Tuesday, May 24 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm  

Registration is required for all online programs. Anyone who registers will 

receive an email with the Zoom link a few days prior to the program. 
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Children’s and Teens Reading Challenges 

The Youth Services Department is proud to present our 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten pro-

gram. The concept is simple: read any book to your baby, toddler, or child with the goal of 

reaching 1,000 books before they enter Kindergarten. The goal is to make reading fun. 

We’ve made tracking your progress easy by using READsquared, available as a convenient 

app, or on your computer at http://wmlnj.READsquared.com/. If you want your children to see 

the progress they are making, we have a printable chart for home use. 

For every 100 books your child reads, they will receive a numbered milestone sticker to take 

home. When they finish their goal and reach 1,000 books, they will receive a printable comple-

tion certificate from READsquared and a special picture book to take home. And be on the 

lookout for a personal invitation to an annual celebration just for kids who have completed the 

program! We will also have a Wall of Fame in the children’s department where each child can 

follow their name on a star moving forward as they progress. If you have any questions or need 

help signing up, please contact us at at youthservices@wmlnj.org or 908-789-4090 ext. 4114 

Have your Teen Take the Teens Read Widely Challenge ‘til May 30 

Teens are invited to broaden their horizons by reading books from the following categories: 

 One book that takes place in a real country other than the United States (fiction or nonfiction) or that 

is translated from a foreign language 

 One book from the fantasy, speculative fiction, or science fiction genre that takes place in a world 

created by the author 

 One book that features a protagonist from an underrepresented 

group or provides information about a group that has been            

disenfranchised (fiction or nonfiction) 

 One book that is a work of historical fiction 

 

Registration is on Read Squared, where teens register for our 

challenge and track their reading. Visit Read Squared for more 

information. 

http://wmlnj.readsquared.com/
mailto:youthservices@wmlnj.org
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STORYTIMES & PROGRAMS 

SPRING 2022 

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Programs may be added, changed, or cancelled. For the most up-to-date information 

about our programs, see our events calendar on our website at wmlnj.org or join our 

Facebook Group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/WMLKidsRoom 

Yoga Storytime 
Yoga comes to life as we read simple    

stories and act them out in Yoga poses. 

Hop like a frog, slither like a snake, and 

roar like a lion!  

Dates:  Tuesdays, March 8 – April 12 

Time:  11 – 11:30 am 

Ages:  suitable for ages 2 to 5 with adult 

Register online - Please use child's library card to 

register. 

 

Together Time  

Join us Thursday mornings for some 

together time with the librarians! It 

will be a mix of books, short movies, 

rhymes, etc. Each week will vary, but 

every week will be fun! 
Dates:  Thursdays, March 10 – April 14 

Time:  10:00 - 10:30 am 

Ages:  2 and up with adult 

Register online - Please use child's library card to              

register. 

 

Paws to Read  
Our friendly library dogs love to be read to ... by 

youngsters who need practice reading aloud to loving, 

non-judgmental ears.  

Date:  Saturday, March 12 

Time:  10:00 – 11:00 am, in 15 minute slots 

Ages:  No age limit, but program is for children 

developing their reading skills 

Register online - Please use child's library card to           

register for one of the 15-minute slots. 

 

Springtime Grab-n-Go Craft and 

Online Storytime 
Enjoy a story or two and then create 

a special spring craft.  

Once you register you can get the 

supplies beforehand using our grab-

and-go pickup.  

Date:  Monday, March 21 

Time:  10:00 am IN OUR FACEBOOK GROUP! 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/WMLKidsRoom/) 

Ages:  Crafts are geared towards children ages 3 

and up 

 

Registration begins Monday, March 14. Please use the 

CHILD’s card to register for craft. Please pick up kit 

at library before the program so you can do it along 

with us. 

 

Afternoon LEGO Club  
Free play with LEGOs Wednesdays 

after school. Use your imagination to 

create awesome LEGO structures. 

Dates:  Wednesdays, March 16 to April 20 

Time:  3:45 - 4:30 pm  

Ages:  6 years old and up 

Pre-registration is required. Please sign up online using 

the child’s card.   

 

NJ Makers Day @ WML 
NJ Makers Day is back!  Join us on                

Saturday, March 26 for an awesome 

Makers Day. Crafts, demonstrations 

from local community groups and more. Details to             

follow! Check our calendar for more information. 

Date:  Saturday, March 26 

Time:  10:00 am - 12:00 pm and 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Ages:  4 years old and up 

Pre-registration is required. Please sign up online using 

the child’s card. 

https://www.facebook.com/wmlnj

